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Module Aims

This module explains the role of forensic investigation in catastrophic incidents including
terrorist attacks, genocide and other large-scale crimes. Particular emphasis is placed upon
the challenges faced in the search, collection and preservation of evidence as well as the

ethical issues surrounding disaster victim identification.

Intended Learning Outcomes

Key skills for employability

KS1 Written, oral and media communication skills

KS2 Leadership, team working and networking skills

KS3 Opportunity, creativity and problem solving skills

KS4 Information technology skills and digital literacy

KS5 Information management skills

KS6 Research skills

KS7 Intercultural and sustainability skills

KS8 Career management skills

KS9 Learning to learn (managing personal and professional development, self-
management)

KS10 Numeracy

At the end of this module, students will be able to Key Skills
KS1
1 | Define mass disasters and mass fatality incidents.
) ) o KS1 KS7
Appraise the role of the forensic scientist in a global context
2 | by addressing issues surrounding terrorism, genocide and KS8
other large scale emergencies.
3 Consider the effect of large-scale catastrophic incidents have KS3 KS5
on the recognition and recovery of evidence.
_ o o KS1 KS4
Debate the ethics of methods used in disaster victim
4 | identification and repatriation of property and assess current KS6
practices.
KS1 KS3
Critically evaluate the challenges faced in disaster
5 . o KS7
management and investigation.
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Transferable skills and other attributes

Observation and note taking.
Essay writing.

Problem solving.

Decision making.

Time management.

Team working.

Data handling.

Derogations

N/A.

Assessment:

Essay relating to the forensic investigation of mass disasters.

Assessment | -8aming Weighting | Duration Word count

number Outcomesto | Type of assessment (%) (if exam) (or equivalent if
be met appropriate)

1 1-5 Essay 100 3000

Learning and Teaching Strategies:

Methods of delivery:

PPT Lectures

Directed discussions

Case studies

Problem solving exercises
Directed study using VLE (Moodle)

Syllabus outline:

The role of the forensic investigator in mass disasters

Investigation of terrorist attacks
Scientific investigations of mass graves
Resilience mortuaries and logistical challenges

Humanitarian assistance
Preparedness and Response capacity

Categories of mass disasters and associated evidence types
Management of mass disasters and environmental considerations

Methods of disaster victim identification (DVI) and collection of ante-mortem data
Repatriation of bodies and property after a mass disaster
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